Public Persuasive Speech Training

Your Topic: 

S.E Hinton is described as an author concerned with the problems facing young adults. What are some of the concerns that you find relevant in this novel The Outsiders and what aspects of Hinton’s writing style appeal to you?
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· Brainstorm

· Orientation

· Salutation

· Thesis

· Arguments

· Conclusion

· The Palm Cards

· Non-verbal Language

· Spoken Language

· Practice

Consider these questions about your topic:

Who is your audience?  Will you have enough to say?  Will others find it interesting? 

Brainstorm

Who will you speak with to get some ideas?
Parents

Teachers

Friends

Peers
How can you research your topic? Where can you find your information?
Internet

Library

Community Groups
Vocabulary

Try to come up with any words that relate to your topic.
Family

Peer Pressure

Social Classes

Try to come up with any strong/ emotive words, which will support your topic.
Isolation

Dysfunctional

Ignored

The Orientation

Definition: In the orientation phase of your speech, you will provide the audience with any information you believe will allow them to better understand and appreciate the material you have included in the body of your speech. Familiarize the audience with the topic and define terms if necessary.

Match 6 orientations under the correct heading. Write what you think the topic of the speech could be on the line provided.

	The question orientation
	The imagination orientation

	The shock orientation
	The rap orientation

	The term/jargon orientation
	The story orientation


Examples: 

	Imagine a school where children can come to school in whatever they like. Where uniforms are no longer worn. Where colour and fashion rule what we wear. 
	Do you think it is fair that kids have to spend their free time doing more school work? Don’t they do enough work at school? Isn’t play just as important? What about spending time with family and friends?

	Orientation: Imagination
	Orientation: Questions

	Dot com. Screensaver. Mouse. Click and drag. Scroll down. Save. Font. Surf the net. Email. Chat room. Search engine. Scanner. Printer. Digital. Laser jet. Does this sound familiar? It should. It’s our future.
	Our planet is dying. Our animals are suffering. There is an enormous hole in the ozone layer. Our forests are being cut down at a rate of a football field a minute. The greenhouse effect is causing droughts and floods all over the world.

	Orientation: Jargon
	Orientation: Shock

	Now pizza’s very tasty and chips are great

But when it comes to learning they are second rate. 

What you need are fruits, veges, nuts & grains

Graze all day to energise our brains.
	Once upon a time when television wasn’t even heard of and all the children in the land had to make their own fun. When children invented their own games, chanted nursery rhymes and built cubbies and go-carts in their back yard.

	Orientation: Rap


	Orientation: Story


The Salutation

Definition: A salutation is a greeting used in a letter or other written communication. It is a form of words used as an opening to a speech or letter. Salutations can be formal or informal.
Your salutation should include your audience, the time of day and your topic.

How many “time of days” can you come up with? 
· Good Morning

· Good Afternoon

· God Evening
How many “audiences” can you come up with? 

· Ladies and Gentlemen

· Students and Teachers

· Peers and Educators
The Thesis

Definition: The thesis is the key to any persuasive speech or essay. It's the point you want to prove. It's the focus of the whole thing. SHOW YOUR POSITION - Reveal the side you take.
Examples:

	Topic
	Thesis

	Homework
	I reckon homework is brilliant as it solidifies learning.



	School uniforms
	In my opinion school uniforms equalise the student population and allows each person to be recognised by merit not ensemble.



	Toys at school
	I think…



	Brain gym
	I’d like to see…



	Lunchtime clubs
	We would be much better off if…



	Animals in school
	I wish…



	Food in the classroom
	Imagine…




The Arguments

Definition: A reason or set of reasons given with the aim of persuading others that an action or idea is right or wrong. It is the expression of opinions for and against some idea.
Which argument would support which topic? Draw a line to match them up.

	Topic
	Argument

	A school animal farm


	If all children wear the same thing then nobody would stand out. This way, children who cannot afford “cool” clothes will not feel uncomfortable.

	Lunchtime clubs


	It encourages children to save up to buy something, which will give them a sense of achievement.

	Uniforms


	Children are able to share their interests with their friends at lunchtime.

	A healthy food tuckshop
	Children would be able to get involved in a care and feeding program that would teach responsibility.

	Pocket Money
	Children will be encouraged to eat foods that will support learning.


Your Arguments: this is where you argue what issues you found in the novel and how they are still relevant, as well as what aspects of Hinton’s writing appeals to you and why?
	Example argument 1
	Example argument 2
	Example argument 3

	EXAMPLE: Teenagers still struggle with the same issues as presented by S.E Hinton as although time and technology has changed, socio-economic status is still relevant to where you fit on the “food chain”.
	EXAMPLE: In S.E Hinton’s book she presents a world of darkness that is riddled with gang warfare. Although gangs do not appear as prevalent in Australia as they do in America, they still exist and cause issues within communities as well as for society as a whole.
	EXAMPLE: Smoking is portrayed as an acceptable past-time in The Outsiders with Ponyboy being the biggest “weed fiend” of the Curtis family. Although the affects of smoking are highlighted now there are still a large number of young people who take up the habit.

	Your argument 1
	Your argument 2
	Your argument 3

	
	
	


Conclusion

Definition: the end or close; final part.

Summarise your speech and re-emphasize the main idea in a memorable way. Motivate the audience to agree with your argument and leave a lasting impression.

Why not try using a meaningful quote from your personality to end your speech? Or end your speech with reference to a specific event your personality played a crucial part in.

	It’s time to act …

Next time you…

If you want to improve …

Why don’t you …

So, what are you …

It’s your choice …

I’d like to suggest …

You have now heard all the arguments …
	To finish I would like to say …

I have now convinced you …

What are you waiting for?

It’s only fair …

This world would be …

Now it’s up to you …

In conclusion …

To sum up …


Ending the Speech
Simply say “thank you.” There is no need to add much else. You’ve reminded them of the problem/purpose, summarized the main point, shown how the points fit together to address the problem/purpose, and you’ve encouraged them. 

Non-Verbal Language

Definition: Nonverbal communication is the process of communication through gestures and touch, body language or posture, physical distance, facial expression and eye contact, which are all types of nonverbal communication. 

· Stance


____________________________________________

· Eye Contact 

____________________________________________

· Facial Expression
____________________________________________

· Notes


____________________________________________

· Gesture

____________________________________________

Spoken Language

Definition:  communication by voice in the distinctively human manner.
· Pitch

____________________________________________

· Clarity 

____________________________________________

· Stress

____________________________________________

· Pace

____________________________________________

· Pause

____________________________________________

Practice Tips

· Practice to yourself, the mirror, family, neighbours, friends, your teacher, a video camera - anybody you feel comfortable with and who will listen.

· Remember that you are going to feel better after your speech if you have done your best. You will be far more embarrassed if you let your nerves stop you from doing your best.

· Listen to feedback- use it only if it feels right.

· Try to learn your speech by heart but still have palm cards and practice using them for back up.

· If eye contact is a concern, look at people’s hair- it’s close enough.

· Time yourself - do this several times as nerves have a way of speeding up a speech.

· When memorising your speech, learn little pieces at a time. When you know a section well, learn a little more then add the new section to what you already know. You may try to learn a little section each night.

Overcoming Speech Anxiety
Top Ten Ways to Conquer Your Fear of Public Speaking: 

1. Figure out what scares you. Investigate your fears by making a list of the specific things that make you feel anxious or afraid. Then make a corresponding list of ways you can cope with or address these fears. 

2. Breathe deeply. Practice breathing deeply and slowly. Think yoga style—breathe deeply while you’re practicing, before you go on stage, and during your speech. You can also try the “calming sigh” exercise: Inhale deeply, and then let out a vocalized sigh as you exhale. 

3. Warm up your body before speaking. Exercise reduces tension and helps you concentrate. Getting a little bit of physical activity before your speech will calm you and help you get rid of excess nervous energy. Try taking a walk outside, doing arm circles, or stretching gently. 

4. Practice. Formal practice before a speaking event will help you feel more confident about what you’re going to say and how you’ll say it. But informal practice in social situations (talking in class, speaking to people you don’t know at a party, etc.) will also help you conquer some of your speaking anxiety and fears. 

5. Visualize success. Picture yourself succeeding and having fun. Close your eyes and do a mental rehearsal of your speech once or twice before you deliver it. 

6. Get enough sleep and have a good breakfast. It’s important to take good care of yourself and follow your morning rituals before a speaking event. Don’t drink coffee if you’re not a coffee drinker (or if you’re a regular coffee-drinker, make sure to get that daily cup the day of your big speech). Being rested will also help you feel less anxious. 

7. Visit the space ahead of time. Get as many details as you can about the room, the audience, the equipment, your time constraints, etc. Do you need a watch, or is there a big clock at the back of the room? Will you have a podium? Where will the audience be around you? Is someone going to introduce you or will you need to introduce yourself? If you’re speaking on a panel, find out about the set-up, etc. 

8. Play the Worst Case Scenario game. What’s the worst thing that could happen? What will you do if that does happen? Often, even the worst possible situation isn’t as bad as you think. 

9. Take the pressure off yourself. Very rarely does anyone give a completely perfect speech. Even the President of the United States has room to improve when it comes to public speaking, and your audience will understand if you make mistakes. Think of every speech you give, and the mistakes you make, as a stepping stone toward becoming a more effective speaker. 

Why Public Speaking is Not So Scary

Here are some common public speaking fears and ways to overcome them: 
· Fear: I’ll forget everything that I wanted to say.

Solution: Practice. It’s said that practice doesn’t necessarily make things perfect, but it does make them permanent. With lots of it, you’ll at least remember what you want to say! Also, use key word outlines to keep you on track. If you get stuck, don’ t panic. Instead, stop, breathe, look at your notes, and get back on track. 
· Fear: I will say the wrong word, forget a section of my speech, or do something embarrassing. 

Solution: Number your note cards so they’ll be easy to put back in order if you drop them. Wear clothes and shoes in which you feel comfortable, and eliminate distractions like jingly jewellery, keys in pockets, pens you click, or hair you twirl. Anticipate possible disruptions and do what you can to prevent them. 
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