Baz Lurhmann’s Romeo and Juliet (1996)
Questions

1. What role does religion play in Baz Luhrmann’s 1996 version of Romeo and Juliet?

2. Why should we or should we not consider Baz Luhrmann’s film “modern”?

3. Why do you think swapping guns for swords is effective or ineffective?

4. How is the balcony scene in Baz Luhrmann’s version different from the original version?  Do you like or dislike this? Why?

5. How does Baz Luhrmann develop his characters?  What unique traits does he give to them individually?

6. What does the film add to Romeo and Juliet? How does music add to the play?

7. Discuss the symbols you found in the play and how they contribute to the overall meaning.

8. Look at the prologue that precedes Act 1.  How does Baz Luhrmann exhibit the prologue throughout the play? (Hint: think about the ideas of fate and destiny.) 

9. How does Baz Luhrmann show the socio-economic status of the Capulets and Montagues?

10. Do think this movie should be shown in English classes regularly to supplement Shakespeare’s play? Why or why not?

